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Ireland has the highest rate of hospitalized mental illness on record. This is borne out both by the World Health Organization figures for treated mental illness (W.H.O., ig6i), by international comparisons of point prevalence rates (Arentsen and Stromgren, 1959) and by consideration of first ad mission rates (Hammer and Leacock, 1961) . The
Irish national figures for each of these measures were respectively 7 .12, ioâ€¢8i and i 45 per 1,000 popula tion in 1959. The rates exhibit a distinct geographical pattern within Ireland: they are highest on the coastal areas furthest from Dublin, while in the Dublin area they arc as low as those of most western European countries. All three measures have i4sen over time, and the intercounty variation has also increased since i@oo. In 1959 the coefficients of variation for both first admission and hospitalization rates were equal to 25 . I per cent. we are handicapped by the absence of age-and sex specific rates by county. However, the data that are available serve as a basis for some preliminary hypothesis-testing.
We believe that socio-economic factors have an important role to play in the explanation of the Irish hospitalization and first admission rates and their intercounty variation. It is impressionistically clear that the regional pattern of these rates and of certain socio-economic variables is similar. From i9oo to â€˜¿ 959 these rates increased throughout the country, but this increase was most rapid in counties with high rates of net (out-) migration and high ratios of the aged to total population (partly a consequence of population loss through migration). These counties are mainly in the west, south-west and north-west.
In order to explore this relationship further we have employed a regression model. We believe that the data lend themselves to testing in this manner. and hospitalization through the use of a measure of the availability of mental health care. We claim that the present approach holds promise in the study of the remarkably high rates and variation of rates of hospitalized mental illness in Ireland, for which no explanation has been offered so far (Walsh, 1962) . We feel that socio-economic variables exert a considerable influence upon mental illness in Ireland.
The present results, however, are based upon inadequate data and are therefore of use only in establishing very broad interrelations. As more and better data become available it is hoped to pursue these topics in greater detail.
